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The position of the pro-Soviet Parchan "~ "N • 
group strengthened considerably after the / 
Coup that broucht President Daoud to power. 
97£, however, it appeared that the new govern- 

stronper nationalist than leftist bent, and 
idual ranking leftists in the government were 
tly removed. This process continued through- 
ar and into 1975, though the officials 
y it appeared to be those against whon 

inefficiency or venality could be safely 
n no case was political coloration an 

cause of removal, nor have any of the 
ortant officials 30wetir*»s identified as hav- 
t views (including the Deputy Premier and 
er of Interior) suffered setbacks so far. 
1 fat- tor in viewing the future of the 
t is Daoud's tenure in office, possibly 

effect his lifespan. Shoeld he suddenly be 
on the scene we believe an opportunity would 

for leftist control; foreclosure of this 
y will depend upon Daoud's ability to create a 
i t 1 r a 1 sy«~ten within the time left to h : r. . Tn 
e oi nilltarv hostilities with Pakistan or a 
c nor it.- ■ risis, it would appear that Pres'd»nt 
the on t ron.-hed "ohacc.idzai f anil* will r ntlnut 

rruntrv. c * I 1 the, while snipping away 
t- it o r f v-„ Inerable leftist inroads. 
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The referenced airgrae gives a cf>r.prch.-n-ilvi- b.ukKrm 
on the Afphan left; the purpo ;r of this rcr^n is to hrinf. 
up to date through the turbul'-nt two years thit have Intei 
Because the basic spadework h .«; alreadv been 'on.', and he< 
conventional political activity (in the West, n sens?) has 
been banned sine, the July 1973 Coup, this revert will be 
briefer and to s- ac extent no re speculative than its pred* 
Hard infornatlon on internal politic.*; is difficult :<• c • tat 
in a society whi h has retreated froo even the Mrsr cn;ei 
steps towards constitutional government. 



hot h 

cssse 



Before embarking on the 
be recalled. First, the "lef 
still dominated by the fatal l--' 
pait, has never been very co : 
ani if anything has beeore e 
put an end to organized poll* 
factions discussed below the: 
and animosities that probabl> 
For example, we have recenth 
Minister Hassan Sharq and In? 
of the oost prominent and *f* 
refutations, are at loggerhe 
with the latterO Pa-htun) s 
Fashtunistan policy and Shart; 
Such Issues are fa? core real 
identity of views on, say f sci 
event can c nly be theoretical 
level Gf development. 

lespite these caveats, 
ha* core cohesion than any ot 
the possible exception only o 
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KGB, or corresponding Chinese 
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Structure and Organization . 
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Depaty Prime "lnlster t*r. Mohacaad Hassa- fharq 

Minister of It.terlor Fair Mc-haraad 

Minister of Finance Abdul Eilah 

Minister of Border Affairs Facha n u I 

Minister of Agriculture Ghulaa Jailar.i 3ak K tari 

Minister of Public Works ^haus;ddin F.-eq 

Minister of Education Xayaarallah FarJ-.iK 

Minister c( Conaun i cat : ons Abdi;! Karid Mo v tat 

In addition a g-eat aar.v seronc echelon figures we r 
aonly believed to be leftists or were se 1 f - Iden t 1 f led «« 
h. Including Che Rector of Kabul University, Dr. Mohkaaa 
der, the Chief of the Police Intellicence Division. 1-aq 
al, the ccnaander of the elite Republican Guard. Captain 
, and aany sore. 
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TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



reveal them. The great question during that period was the 
degree to which leftists were "using" President Daoud and 
his regime, how much Daoud was using them, and the extent to 
which his and their interests may have been similar. 

Daoud and the Leftists . 

In the first half of 1974 there were some indications 
that the influence from the left might be waning. Daoud 's 
speech to the graduates of the Polytechnic Institute (Built 
and at least partially run with Soviet aid) on February 28, 
1974 was more than simply nationalistic. The headline of 
the newspaper article covering the speech was "National 
Interests Above Every Thought, Ideology." and Daoud drove 
home the point further by stating "we have no connection 
with any group and linking us to any group or movement is a 
sin." Granted that these are only short quotes in a speech 
otherwise devoted to alia for patriotic sacrifices, and 
granted that the second quote has an almost defensive ring 
to it, but in the same speech (although not in the published 
version) Daoud also openly threatened leftists with 
castration according to an informed source. It was 
interpreted at the time as a significant departure from what 
had been discerned as a strong leftist trend. 

Shortly there after, Minister of Tribal Affairs Pacha 
Gul was sent off to Bulgaria as Ambassador. Minister of 
Communications Mohtat was also removed. By the end of the 
summer of 1974 rumors were floating to the surface of 
impending crackdown on Communists in the GOA and wholesale 
cabinet changes. To date these have not materialized, but 
there have been a number of further individual changes in 
the GOA at various levels, most of which appear to have 
eroded leftist strength: the removal of Minister of 
Education Pazwak, as well as that of his uncle, previously 
in charge of Helmand Province: the ousting of the Rector of 
Kabul University, Dr. Haider; and most recently some 
rumblings that the police may be moving to eliminate some 
leftist and preventing "politically committed" candidates 
from entering the force. In April of 197 5 the former 
"Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation" was stripped of the 
second of its designations, leaving its leftist minister 
with a considerably reduced bailiwick. Some leftist 
military officers reportedly are also being quietly replaced 
in the elite Republican Guard by Mohammadzai family members, 
though Captain (now Major) Zia retains command. 

The leftists and Daoud 
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Balanced against such reporting has been a consistently 
voiced opinion by a few confidential sources that the 
Parchamists 
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reveal theo. The great question t'uring that period wa* the 
degree to which leftists wer.- "using" President Daoud and 
his regime, how ouch Daoud w.is usln« them, and the exti-nt to 
hlch hia and their interest; nay have he«-n similar. 

Daoud and the L> ftlsts . 

In, H»e 'fir*: half of 19 i th.-re vert- s.-c. lr:d 1 r at » »n* 
that the influence frno thv eft nieht b. w.m!if. ::..o.-d'». 
speech to the griduatos of t : «» Po 1 v: ,><• -in i ln« 
at least partially run with 'oviet a 1 d "i c F.>!--i 
core than sloply nationalist::. The !-.« ac ;nt- 
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s Interpreted a tht tice .-< .1 s i i-n 1 t l .- ..n; -.• 
what had been dis err.e. J as a «tr.-n: :c:tj~: r-c 



in 

JRBt 



was 

.*foht 



in t 

not 

indi 

appe 

of 

In c 



She 
sent 
at va 

floa 
he CO 
cater 
vld :a 
ar 

ducat 
harce 



tly ther 
off to B 
5 also r 

Ing to 
A and wh 
iallzed, 
1 change 

have e 
ion Pazh' 

of He I 

, Dr. H 
e aay be 



i.'tc:. v i 

. 1 g a r : 1 as 

ciovec . ?' 

he s v r : a c 

lfsa le ca 

but there 

in the d 

oded Ieftl 

wak , as we 

r.d Provin 

alder; .tni 



r.c t( 



TrrTg 
vlng 

left 
laced 
bers . 



In April of 19T5 



[ _the ^_^_ 

ven ting 'politically conn if 
fo*rc = " "" 

and" 
*leav 

CSooe 
repl 
meob 




TTctr 
ts lefti 
1st 
in the e 
though C 



Ts s t fTTTe" 
st cir.iste 
tary of fie 
lite Repub 
aprain (no< 



r v! 



<trv of Agriculture 



.nd of 
sidera : 



ly red 
also be 
ccadzai 



des ignat 
red balll 



The Leftists 



\ voic« 



Balanced against such re;orting has he-en a consistently 

d oplnior by a few confi ential sources r*hat the Parrhar :sts 



"^^ \JLl*<&, 



#7 



L ' 



J 
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continue to be satisfied with the Daoud regime and 
supportive of it. A view reportedly held by Babrak 
personally is that the regime is not sufficiently leftist, 
but that it is on the right track and will eventually evolve 
into a properly socialist state. In the meantime he 
allegedly feels he has the support of Daoud, and his only 
rivals are some unspecified "reactionaries" who still hold 
to positions of influence. (Comment: While we do not doubt 
that Babrak might well have expressed himself in such terms 
- indeed it is almost incumbent on him to do so or face the 
risk of being branded an oppositionist - such comments may 
be whistling in the dark. Lesser leftist figures have 
voiced some concern that Daoud is- picking off their 
adherents in positions of power, one by one.) 

Lending credence to reports of a decline in Parchamist 
fortunes is a report that the Khalq group sent a letter to 
President Daoud in the last weeks of 1974, volunteering to 
provide honest officials to replace the corrupt Parchamists 
who had wormed their way into office. There was no 
indication that the letter was answered, nor that the advice 
was heeded, but it is probably significant that the Parcham- 
Khalq conflict, largely submerged during the ascendancy of 
the former's fortunes right after the coup, has now re- 
emerged. It is unlikely that Daoud would overlook this 
split and fail to exploit it within his own plan for Afghan 
political development. 

As for the Sholaye-Jaweid, there has been no explicit 
voicing of anti-leftist sentiment. On the contrary, in 
foreign affairs (when voting at the U.N. , etc.) and in 
domestic news coverage of foreign issues, the Afghan message 
is definitely the "Third World" position on the Soviet side 
of pure neutrality. While Daoud 's domestic "platform" might 
be described as "populist" and includes calls for land 
reform educational parity, he publicly eschews socialism and 
carries the banner of un-reconstructed Islam during all his 
public speeches. Those 



SECRET SOFORS 



A- 2 A 
Kabul 
Page 5 



c o n-t lnue to be 
of it. A view 
the reglne i 
the right tr.ic 
^ocialis t at 
the .support c f 
"rea'ctlonarlt s 
'( Comment: Wh i 
expressed hi 
Incumbent on h 
an opposition! 
Lesser leftist 
Vp irking off th 

Lending c r 
f ort unesfM s a r 
res 1 dent Daoud 
provide honest 
who had vormed 
» hat thq, letter 
but it is proba 
largely subnerg 
-ight after the 
*>aoud vould dvp 
his own plan f o 



0. 



n. 



G 



sat 

rep 
not 

an 
e . 

Dao 
" wh 
le w. 
elf 
im t 
st 

fig 
ei r 



lsfied 
orted ly 
suf f ici 
d will 
In the 
u d , and 
o still 
e do no 
t n such 
o do so 

such 

res h .-: 
adhe ren 



ith th< 

held b; 

ntly 1< 

vcntua! 

eantim< 

his on: 

hold t< 

doubt 

terms ■ 

or faci 

omraents 

ve voice 

ts in po 



:den 
•por 

in 
>f f i 

hei 

was 
>Iy 
•d d 

coi 

loot 
■ Afi 



ce to 
t t ha t 
the la 
c 1 a 1 s 
r way 

an five 
sign! f 
ur ing 



;han 



repo r 

th 
st we 
to re 
into 
red , 
leant 
the a 
now 
spli 
ollti 



ts o 
Khai 
eks 

plat 
of fi 
nor 
tha 

seen 



cal 



Daoud regime and supportive 
Babrak personally is that 
ftist, but that it is on 
ly evolve into a properly 

he allegedly feels he has 
y rivals are some unspecified 

positions of influence, 
that Babrak might well have 
indeed it is almost 
the risk of being branded 
may be whistling in the dark, 
d some concern that Daoud is 
sit ions of power, one by one.) 

f a decline In Parchamist 
q group sent a letter to 
of 1974, volunteering to 
e the corrupt Parchamists 
ce . There was no indication 
that the advice was heeded, 

the Parcham-Khalq conflict, 
danry of the former's fortunes 
merged. It is unlikely that 
d fail to exploit It within 
de ve lopmen c . 



r 



it 



for the Sho 1 aye- .'awe 1 d , there hafi been no solid 
cporting on Its activities (if any), though it is rumored to 
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•J^fcist officials who have been fired have never ha 
ideological beliefs thrown up aa a reason for diam: 
only their corruption or inefficiency. And In all 
the latter charges have been justified; traditional 
Afghan politico-economic eachlne has only been able 
with liberal doaes of the oil of corruption, and a 
of inefficiency, supportable against most bureaucra 
societies, is in few places safer than Afghanistan. 

Possibly because of this, interpretations of th 
have varied. The anti-left optimists see In this a 
away from Soviet influe-re and towards greater weete 
At the other end of the spectrum a saal! gr«»up of pe 
see Daoud aa the biggest Parchamlst ^f all, who may 
purged soot of the Inefficient leftists or those pot 
to hlr. personally, but who is responsible for the co 
if not the very existence of the Parchao Party And w 
deliver the count.? Into Soviet hands. Leftist* who 
sent to relatively minor provincial posts, according 
' gloocv, are there only to Insure that the communist 
spread in the backwards, conservative parts of the c 
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:ed adherent* of lesser standing, leftist Influence 1ft. 
and well. If the current tr.«nd continues, however, "In 
id even these stalwarts nay find themselves Isolated 
eked off. We would foresee this as a quite lengthy 
is, and one that could reverse at any time. Furthermore, 
g away from the left Internally does not necessarily 

■ore accommodating posture of Afghanistan in externsl 
or even positive change in relations with the United 
if anything, a crackdown on leftists at home might 

ipport for Soviet positions abroad a useful political 
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Prospects for the Left . 

In looking toward Its future the Afghan left must contend 
with en entrenched autocrat who does not brook competition, 
and with a large interlocking First Family (the Mohammad rai * s ) 
whose aenbere occupy strategic positions throughout the power 
structure and are unlikely to relinquish their economic end 
social perquisites. To complete the Interlock, the autocrat 
Is himself a Mohammadzei , a member of th* family. 

Offsetting this disadvantage are the advantages of 
geographical proximity to the Soviet Union and the fact that 
no Afghan government can afford to antagonize the USSR by per- 
secuting pro-Soviet communists too openly. Relatively 
voluminous exchange programs. Including a large Soviet train- 

(ing program for Afghan military officers, have provided the 
access necessary to recruit new adherents directly. 

A principal factor in the extent to which opportunity 
will be presented to the Afghan left derives from the -tenure 
of President Daoud and the circumstances of his departure. 

'"""' *~ The President has promised a new constitution anc 
a political party. We are dubious that the first will be a 
realistic or workable document acceptable to a large Afghan 
consensus and capable rf guiding Afghanistan through such * 
gr eat domestic crlslE as succession. Just as we *re dubious 
chat the Daoud-created "political party" is likely to become 
a viable and ongoing p> iicical institution as opposed to a 
mechanism for temporary rule by the Party's creator himself. 
The duration of Daoud' s continu. nee in power following 
creation of these institutions, however, will b«- of 
significance; the longer he has to nurture them the greater 
the possibility cf their viability. 
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In the event of Daoud's sudden demise we believe there 
could be great scope for leftist activity. One of ice 
opposing forces might be the Afghan military, although the 
Soviet orientation of. that group could turn it into an 
instrument df leftist-nationalist or out-and-out Soviet 
policy. Another opposing force today would be the 
Kohammadsal clan in all Its ramifications, a group to the 
extent we can discover permeated neither by leftist Ideology 
nor pro-Soviet leanings. Still, we readily admit that this 
Kohammadzal bulwark is not an Immutable force In Afghan society. 
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Afghanistan's traditional careful balancin 
various world powers would be thrown askew 
reliance on an increased flow of Soviet ml 
and by the necessity of rerouting trade to 
via the USSR. 



s which sight 
ng Afghan politics 
ening influence: 
onomy degenerate to 
urban unrest then 

to power for 
relations with 
ry hostilities, 
g act between 
both by Its 
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a large extent 



For ttie time being, however, the balance between the pre- 
siding autocrat and his family on one hand, and the leftist 
forces on the other, seems if enything to be to the dis- 
advantage of the latter. 
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f~Sum«ary: The position of the pro-Soviet Parcham 
political group strengthened considerably after Che 
July 1973 "Coup that brought President Daoud to power. 
By early 1974, however, it appear ell that the new govern- 
ment had a stronger nationalist than leftist bent, and 
soae individual ranking leftists in the governaent were 
being quietly reaoved. This process continued through- 
out the year 'and into 1975, though the .of f lclale • 
affected by it appeared to be those against whoa <>-" 
charges of inefficiency or venality- could be safely ^ -.. 
brought; in no case was political coloration an . \) - ° 
ostensible cause of removal, nor have any of the . £. 
really important officials sometimes identified as hav- * f 
lng . leftist views (including the Deputy Premier and \/\^-<- 
the Minister of Interior) suffered setbacks so far. 
A principal factor in viewing the future of the 
Afghan left 'is Daoud 'a tenure in office, poeribly 
meaning in effect his lifespan. Should he suddenly be 
reaoved froa the scene we believe an opportunity would 
be created for leftist control; foreclosure of this 
possibility will depend upon Daoud' s ability to create a 
viable political system within the tiae left to him. In 
the absence of military hostilities with Pakistan or a 
general economic crisis, it would appear that President 
Daoud and the entrenched Mohamaadzai family will continue 
to run the country, all the while snipping away at 
some of the more vulnerable leftist inroads. End Summary. 
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Introduction.. 

The ref 
on the Afgh, 
up to date 
Because the 
conventional 
been banned 
briefer and 
Hard iaforaa 
in a society 
steps toward 



erenced eirgras gives a coeprehens ive background 
n left; the purpose of this report is to bring ic 
hrough the turbulent two years that have intervened, 
basic spadework has already been done, and becaust 

political activity (in the Western .sense) has 
since the July 1973 Coup, this report will be both 
to soae extent norc speculative than its predecessor, 
tion on internal politics is difficult to cone by 

which has retreated froa even the first aodest 
constitutional government. 



Before eabarking on the update, a fev obvious points should 
be recalled. First, the "left" in the politics of Afghanistan, 
still doainated by the faaily-clan- tribe politics of centuries 
past, has never been very cohesive nor even precisely definable, 
and if anything has becoae even nore anorphous since the coop 
put an end to organized politics. Furthereare, even within the 
factions discussed below there are individual disagreeaents 
and aniaosities that probably outweigh any ideological loyalties. 
For exaople, we have recently heard reports that Deputy Prist 
Minister Hassan Sharq and Interior Minister Fair Hohaona-d. two 
of the cost proainent and effective officials with leftist 
reputations, are at loggerheads over the Pashtunistan issue, 
with the iatter(a Pa-htun) strongly backing an active 
Pashtunistan policy and Sharq (a non-Pasbtun) resisting it. 
Such issues are far core realistic and leaedlate that any 
identity of views on, say t scienti f ic socialise, which in any 
event can only be theoretical at Afghanistan's seal-feudal 
level of developnent. 



Despite these cav 
has nore cohesion than 
the possible exception 
the USSR and China giv 
protection not availab 
and It is only cokoo 
have been bought - or 
KGB, or corresponding 
are, of course, equall 



eats, however, the "left" h%re probably 
any other trans-faaily grouping, with 
only of the cilitary. The proxialry of 
es it a neasure of cocfort and inplicit 
le tc other, core aoderate philosophies, 
sense to assuae that soae of its aecbers 
at least long-tern leased - by the CPSC, 
Chinese organs. These considerations 
obvious to President Daoud. 



Structure and Organization . 

To "our knowledge there have been no inportant changes 
in the leadership of the three cajor leftist factions: Parchan, 
Khalq (both pro-Soviet), and Shoiaye- Jaweid (pro-Chinese). 
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Of the three, Che Parchao group renai 
In fact In the first few months folio 
reports that Babralc Karmal and his pr 
the Parchata group (Mir Akhbar Kaibar. 
Nahida Rahebtadeh) forned a kind of s 
Central Cooolttee, which passed on al 
the GOA. During this same period," th 
from the Khalq and Sholaye-Jaweid fac 
who clearly appeared to be cooing out 
splinter groups of leftists described 
appear to have vanished or to have b 
three major groups during this period 
nothing of fchem since the coup. 



ns the nose significant, 
wing the coup, there were \ 
incipal lieutenants in \ 
Suleiman Laiq and Anahlta * 
ubcoaaittee of the GOA 
1 senior appointment* in 
ere were reported defections 
tions to the Parchamlats, 
on top. The smaller 
in the reference airgraa- 
c'otne absorbed in one of the 
; we have heard little or 



Within this same time f raise (roughly until the end* of 1973), 
the Parchao group 'was reported to be vetting and recruiting 
adherents on an unprecedented scale. There^ are no reliable 

statistic s a vailable _to us in t his regard^ 

_________ and 

there is also the question of how much of the pink in tffe Afghan 
body politic is purely surface cosmetics. Among those who 
first became noticeable as leftist sympathizers only in the post- 
coup months, the suspicion is that their coloration was more 
chameleonic than fast, though sone, of course, might previously 
have concealed their true affiliations until it was safe to 
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reveal then. The great question during that period va* the 
degree to which leftists were "using" President D*oud *nd 
his regine, how ouch Daoud was using then, and the extent to 
which his and their interests nay have been sinller. 

Daoud and the Leftists. - 






that 
opee 
at 1 
taore 
arti 
Thou 
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In Che first half of 1974 there were soaa indications 

the influence fron the left night be waning. Daoud' » 
ch to' the graduates of the Polytechnic Inatltvte (built and 
east partially run with Soviet aid) on February 28, 1974 »•• 

than sinply nationalistic. The headline of the newspaper 
cle covering the speech was "National Interests Above. Eiracy 
ght. Ideology," and Da oud_jdrove hone the point further by 

in.g_Ilve h aye, no c onne c ti. on-lwi t h . any, .group, and linking jus. 

ny group or novenent_is.,.a_sin. ",.. Granted that these are 

two — sho'rt^qucTtes "in a speech otherwise devoted to calls for 
ipcic sacrifices, and granted that the second quote has an 
st defensive ring to it, uut in the sane speech (although 
in the published version) Daoud also openly threatened 
ists with castration according to an inforned source. It 
interpreted at the tine as a significant departure fro« * 

had been discerned as a strong leftist trend. 



Shortly, thereafte 
was sent off to Bulger 
Mohtet was also reoove 
were floating to the 
in the GOA and wholese 
nc materialized^ but 
individual changes in 
appear to have eroded 
of Education Pazhwak, 
in charge of Helnand P 
University, Dr. Haider 
the police nay be novi 
venting "politically c 
force. In April of 19 
and Irrigation" was st 
leaving its leftist ni 
Soae leftist military 
replaced in the elite 
neabers, though Captai 



Minister of 
ia as Anbassado 
d. By the end 
urfaee of inpen 
le cabinet chan 
there have been 
the GOA at yarl 
leftist strengt 
ae well as that 
rovince; the ou 

nd nost rece 
ng to elinlnate 
onnitted" candi 
75 the forner " 
ripped of the s 
nister with a c 
officers report 
Republican Guar 
n (now Major) 2 



Tribal Affairs Pacha Cul 

Minister of Coenunlcaclons 
of the tuccar of 1974 rueors 
ding crackdowns on cocnunlcts 
ges. To date Chess have 

a number of further 
ou's levels, aosc of which 
h: the resoval of Minister 

of his uncle, previously 
sting of the Rector of Kabul 
ntly sone runblings tha't 

soae leftists and pre- 
dates fron entering the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
econd of its two designations, 
onsiderably reduced bailiwick, 
edly are also being quietly 
d by Mohanoadzai faally . 
ia retaina coooa'nd . 



The Leftists and Daoud. 



Balanced 
voiced opinion 



gainst such reporting has be ^ a consistently • 
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contlaut to be satisfied with the Daoud regime and supportive 
of it. A view reportedly held by Babrak personally is that 
the regime is not sufficiently leftist, but that it is on 
the right track and will eventually evolve into a properly * 
socialist state. In the meantime he allegedly feels he has 
the support of Daoud, and his only rivals are some unspecified 
sa*c tioneries" who still hold to positions of Influence. 



€D 




Lending credence to reports of a decline in Parchamist 
fortunes Is a report that the Khalq group, sent a letter to 

Jrea 1 de n t. Daoud in the last weeks, of 1974, volunteering to ' 
p_roy_ide honest officials to replace the corrupt Parchamist* 
whq__.had- wormed their .way into office. There was no indication 

"that the letter was answered, nor that the advice was heeded, 
but it is probably significant that the Parcbam-Khelq conflict, 
largely submerged during the ascendancy of the former's fortunes 
right after the coup, has now re-emerged. It is unlikely taat 
Daoud would overlook this split and fail to exploit it within 
his own plan for Afghan political development. 

As for the Sholaye- Jaweid , there has been tio solid 
reporting on its activities (if any), though it is rumored to 
have had a hand in some anti-regime "night letters* 1 that 
supposedly circulated in late 1974. (We have not seen any of 
these surreptitiously distributed flyers, but chey are a time- 
honored method of registering political dissent in Afghanistan.) 

Afghanis tan* sJPubllc "Pro-Left" Posture . 

Throughout all of this, of course there ha* been no explicit 
voicing of anti-leftist sentiment. On the contrary, in foreign 
affairs (e.g., voting at'the U.M. B etc.) and in domestic news 
coverage of foreign issues, the Afghan message is definitely 
the "Third World" position on the Soviet side of pure neutrality. 
While Daoud'a domestic "platform" might be described as 
"populist" and includes calls for land reform educational parity, 
he publicly eschews socialism and carries the banner of un- 
reconstructed Islao during all his public speeches. Those 
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1 • t 1 1 e^t o £ f lei a 1 s who have been fired have never had their 
__ildaolbgical beliefs thrown up aa a reason for dismissal, but 
^.only their corruption or inefficiency. And in all likelihood 
the latter charges have been Justified; traditionally -the 
Afghan politieo-econoolc machine has only been able to operate 
with liberal doses of the oil of* corruption, and a charge 
of inefficiency, supportable against oost bureaucrats of sioat 
societies, is in few places safer than Afghanistan.. 

Possibly because of this, interpretations ofYtEe disniasals 
have varied. The anti-left optlaists see in thisi a definite swing 
avay fron Soviet Influence and towards greater western Influence. 
At the other end of the apectrua a saall group At pessieists 
s«« Deoud as the biggest Parchaaist of all, who' aay indeed have 
parged soae of the inefficient leftists or those posing a threat 
to hla personally, but who is responsible for the continuance 
if not the very existence of the Parchaa Party and will eventually 
<3«ilv«r the country Into Soviet hands. Leftists who have been 
sent to relatively oinor provincial posts, according to the 
gloony, are there only to insure that tb'e coaaunist eessage is 
spread in the backwards, conservative parts of the country. 

Eabaasy Views . 

While nothing Is entirely lapossible at this juncture in 
Afghan politics, we believe It aost likely that Daeud, having 
used the left to gain power, is now aethodlcally and cautiously 
trying to whittle it down. This is in keeping with what appears 
to be his policy of decapitating any institution which dilutes 
his power ox denigrating any individual who appears too strong. 
By choosing as targets those who In fact have a reputation for 
ineptitude or venality, he Is snipping sway soae of the left's 
strength without leaving hiaself open to charges of discrioioation 
asmiamt It. 

. Perhaps the key question is the political coloration of 
those who have replaced the ousted. The price requlreaent 
appears to be Daoud's peredptlon of the individual's personal 
loyalty quotient, and Indeed that aay even be where the aattcr 
stops. We have not discerned any clear political pattern aaoag 
the replacenents for ousted officials. 
« 
It oust be enphasized that in reaoving the likes of the 
Pazhvaks and Pachs Cul, Daoud has scarcely enaaculated the 
left- If reputed leftists Hassan Sharq, Major Zia. and Pair 
Kohanssd retain their positions, along with a host of their 
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reported adherent* of lesser •tending, leftist influence is 
alive and veil. If che current trend continues, however, -in 
too end even these stalwarts aay find thenselves isolated 
and picked off. We would foresee this as a quite lengthy 
process, and one that could reverse at any Cine. Furthermore, 
a swing away froa the left internally does not necessarily 
mean a store acconnodating posture of Afghanistan In external 
affairs or even positive change in relations with the United 
States; if anything, a crackdown on leftists at hone eight 
■aks support for Soviet positions abroad a useful political 
trade-off . 

Prospects for the Left * 

In looking toward its future the Afghan left oust contend 
with an entrenched autocrat who does not brook competition, 
and with a large interlocking First Faoily (the -Mohannadsai* s) 
whose cetabers occupy strategic positions throughout the power 
structure and are unlikely to relinquish their, economic and 
social perquisites. To complete the Interlock, the autocrat 
is hlosalf a Mohsonadrai. a neober of the family. 

Offsetting this disadvantage are the advantages jof 
geographical proximity to the Soviet Union and the fact that 
no Afghan government can afford to antagonise the 0SS2 by per- 
secuting pro-Soviet conaunists too openly. Relatively 
volualnous exchange prograos, including a large Soviet train- 
ing program for Afghan military officers, .have provided the 
access necessary to recruit new adherents directly. 

A principal factor in the extent to which -opportunity 
will be presented to the Afghan left derives froa the tenure 
of President Daoud and the circumstances of hla departure. 

The President has promised a new constitution and 
a political party. We are dubious Chat the first will be a 
realistic or workable document acceptable to a large Afghan 
consensus and capable of guiding Afghanistan through such a 
gr est dosestlc crisis as succession, just as ve are dubious 
thst the Dsoud-creatsd "political party" is likely to becoae 
a viable and ongoing political institution as opposed to a 
oechiniao for teoporary rule by the Party's creator hiaself. 
The duration of Daoud's continuance in power following 
erection of these ins titut lono, however, will be of 
significance; the longer he has to nurture then the greater 
the possibility of their viability. 
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.In the event of Daoud's sudden denise we believe there 
could be great scope f.or leftist activity. One cf its 
opposing forces night be* the Afghan military, although the 
Soviet orientation of that group could turn it Into an 
instruaent Of leftist-nationalist or out-and-out Soviet 
policy. Another opposing force today would be the 
Kohannadzal clan in all its rasif ications," a group to the 
extent we can discover penaeated neither by leftist Ideology 
nor pro-Soviet leanings. Still, we .readily adult that this 
Kotxacnadzal bulwark is not an inautable force in Afghan society. 

We believe there are two other factors which eight 
influence leftist possibilities for entering Afghan politics 
in ways which would give that group overweening Influence: 
Should, for- whatever reason, the Afghan econony degenerate to 
th,e point of causing widespread tribal or urban .unrest then 
we believe this would offer new approaches to pover for 
leftist leaders; and should Afghanistan's relations, vlth 
Pakistan degenerate to the point of ailitary hostilities, 
Afghanistan's traditional careful, balancing act between 
various world powers would be thrown askew, both by its 
reliance on an increased flow of Soviet ailitary hardware 
and by the necessity of rerouting trade to. a large extent 
via the USSR. 

*~ For (he time being, however, the balance between the pre-^ 
siding autocrat and his fatally on one hand, and the leftist 
forces on the other, seeas If anything to be to the dis- 
advantage of the latter. 
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